“Lest He Fall”
1 Corinthians 10:6-13
Although we included verse six in the last series of
messages on 1 Corinthians, the last part is more a
part of this section than the previous – it is the first
point in the series of sins that Israel committed that
are used as examples for the believer, and the
church, NOT to follow.
That brings us to a particular point to be considered
here: this whole text is given to the church and is
intended for the leadership to teach to the believer.
That said, it is possible, then, for believers to fall into
these sins, and that is the point here – to keep them
from falling (vs. 12) and making a way of escape
(vs. 13) when we are tempted. This comes, as will
be seen in chapters 12-14, through the power and
ministry of the Holy Spirit.
Another point to be made is that this text shows the
value of comparing Scripture with Scripture
(analogia scriptura – analogy of Scripture). As is said
often, “The Bible is its best own commentary,” and
if we want to know what a passage or text means
then it is often helpful to see what God did or said
about that point before. As stated already, this is
dealing with believers, and the Apostle Paul uses
illustrations from the Old Testament history of Israel
to teach these points. Remember, the leadership of
the church at Corinth would have been of a Jewish
background, as many of them were in the first
century church. Not all of them would have been
Jewish, but enough of them would have been, and
enough of the church itself would have been, for
these examples to resonate as of great value to their
understanding and life. The fact that God still views
sin as sin and wants His children to understand the
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consequences of sin, is of great importance to our
understanding this text.
Verse 12 is used by those that believe one can lose
his salvation as a text verse to support their view.
They interpret the context of Israel’s sin and
apostasy as an example of falling from grace and
from salvation. First of all, we need to be careful that
we don’t interpret every point or illustration used of
Israel by the New Testament writers as proofpositive of doctrine, per se. This text clearly states
that the purpose of these examples is “for our
admonition” – for our warning of the consequences
of sin. The issue of salvation is already settled in this
letter, and in these believer’s lives – it is not the
issue here – faithfulness as a believer is, just as that
was the issue in the historical accounts related here.
That said, there is a warning here to those that are
mere “professors” of Christ rather than true
“possessors” of Christ. For those that exhibit a
complete disregard for inspired truth from the Word
of God and live their own lives their own way are at
risk of “falling away” from any hope of biblical
salvation. That is what is meant by “fallen from
grace” in Galatians 5:4.
Another thing of note is the use of the personal
pronoun in these verses. The Apostle Paul alternates
between the second-person plural – “ye” – and the
first-person plural – “us.” The significance of this is
that he is including himself in this. The tense of the
verbs (i.e., “Neither be ye,” “neither let us,” etc.)
are in the present, showing that he considered this
possible at that present time in the church at Corinth
(and we know it was already happening – ch. 5), as
well as at any “present” time in his life and their
lives. That’s the purpose of the admonition of verse
twelve.
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This text shows the believer, and the church, the
potential we all have – negatively and positively. The
issues at hand in these verses are things that CAN
happen but don’t necessarily have to if we follow the
leading of the Spirit of God and the teachings of the
Word of God.

I. POTENTIAL FOR SIN – VS. 6B-10
A. This, of course, is not an allencompassing list of the possible sins
that a believer can commit. These are
listed (and not in chronological order of
the historical events) here because this
is apparently what the church at Corinth
was struggling with, and still today,
these are areas that we continue to
struggle with the most, it seems.
B. “Lust” – vs. 6b; Num. 11:4, 31-34
Numbers 11:4
And the mixt multitude that was among them
fell a lusting: and the children of Israel also wept
again, and said, Who shall give us flesh to eat?
4

Numbers 11:31–34
And there went forth a wind from the LORD,
and brought quails from the sea, and let them
fall by the camp, as it were a day’s journey on
this side, and as it were a day’s journey on the
other side, round about the camp, and as it were
two cubits high upon the face of the earth.
31

And the people stood up all that day, and all
that night, and all the next day, and they
gathered the quails: he that gathered least
gathered ten homers: and they spread them all
abroad for themselves round about the camp.
32

33

And while the flesh was yet between their
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teeth, ere it was chewed, the wrath of the LORD
was kindled against the people, and the LORD
smote the people with a very great plague.
And he called the name of that place Kibrothhattaavah [graves of lust]: because there they
buried the people that lusted.
34

1. The phrase “should not lust after” is
unique to this text. The verb is “should
[not] - εἶναι μή,” and the word for “lust”
here (ἐπιθυμητής) is a noun rather than a
verb, and as a noun it emphasizes the
description – literally, “a luster, or craver”
– and here, they craved “evil things”
(worthless, bad).
2. The believer is not to be seen as someone
who craves something he does not have to
the point that he will do whatever he can
to get it. This is not speaking of sensual or
sexual lust (that is in verse 8) – this is
more general in its application.
3. “As they [Israel] lusted” – the illustration
the Apostle uses here, as we read out of
the book of Numbers, is where they craved
something that God had not provided for
them. They were simply not content with
what they had but wanted more – and
were willing to do anything to get it.
Philippians 4:11
Not that I speak in respect of want: for I
have learned, in whatsoever state I am,
therewith to be content.
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1 Timothy 6:8
And having food and raiment let us be
therewith content.
8

4

Hebrews 13:5
5

Let your conversation be without
covetousness; and be content with such
things as ye have: for he hath said, I will
never leave thee, nor forsake thee.

4. The word for “lusted” (ἐπιθυμέω) comes
from two Greek words: the first (ἐπί) is a
preposition with a primary sense of upon;
and the second (θυμός) points to the area
of the mind that controls passion. Put
together, “to have the affections directed
toward something, to lust, desire, long
after” (Zodhiates). Or, it is seen as setting
one’s heart on something passionately, or
with burning desire, where everything else
seems less important.
5. Questions: What do you think about the
most? What consumes your affections?
What do you “lust” after? Is it evil things
or are your affections on Christ?
Colossians 3:2
Set your affection on things above, not on
things on the earth.
2

C. Idolatry – vs. 7; Ex. 32:6-8
Exodus 32:6–8
And they rose up early on the morrow, and
offered burnt offerings, and brought peace
offerings; and the people sat down to eat and to
drink, and rose up to play.
6

And the LORD said unto Moses, Go, get thee
down; for thy people, which thou broughtest out
of the land of Egypt, have corrupted themselves:
7

They have turned aside quickly out of the way
which I commanded them: they have made
8
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them a molten calf, and have worshipped it, and
have sacrificed thereunto, and said, These be thy
gods, O Israel, which have brought thee up out
of the land of Egypt.

1. The text under review here is part of a
greater portion of this letter that began in
chapter 8, in things offered to idols. That
issue of idolatry comes back to focus here.
2. “Neither” – this word connects this verse,
and the next three (via the same word –
μηδέ) with the previous one. Although we
studied the issue of “lust” as a separate
point, it does not stand so much in
distinction from these next four. Rather,
“lust” is expounded, to some extent, in
these verses.
3. “Be ye idolaters” – doesn’t take much
explanation – simply, don’t set something
in the place of God for our worship. The
word “idolaters” in the English is simply a
transliteration
of
the
Greek
(εἰδωλολάτρης). It is a unique word in
English – used in this sense for a servant
or worshipper of idols.
4. As we stated when we studied chapter
eight, we, in this country, may not have
trouble with idol worship – we may not
have that in our culture or background –
the early church surely did, and especially
in the city of Corinth. It was a problem,
even among believers. That’s the right
interpretation here.
5. As to an application, considering the
previous verse and the term “lust” or
6

“lusted,” for the believer and the church
today, at least in this country, the issue of
serving or worshipping false gods or idols
is not in view. What is in view is anything
that takes our affection away from Christ,
His word, and His will. To the church
today, that is, broadly applied, “idolatry.”
6. The end of the verse is a direct quote from
Exodus 32:6. I read one author that said
of this that it points to gross sexual
immorality that took place during this
event. There is no case to be made for this
in the use of the word “play,” and it is not
likely that’s what is in view (considering
that that is precisely what is in view in the
next verse). The use of the word “play”
(only time in the New Testament the Greek
word is used and it seems that is because
that is the word used from Ex. 32:6 in the
Septuagint) is most often used of children
playing, or playing a sport, and is used in
the Old Testament (Septuagint) for
singing, leaping, and dancing that is
connected with worship (good or bad).
2 Samuel 6:5
And David and all the house of Israel played
before the LORD on all manner of
instruments made of fir wood, even on harps,
and on psalteries, and on timbrels, and on
cornets, and on cymbals.
5

1 Chronicles 15:29
And it came to pass, as the ark of the
covenant of the LORD came to the city of
David, that Michal the daughter of Saul
looking out at a window saw king David
dancing and playing: and she despised him
29
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in her heart.

7. The illustration given here is of Israel as
they worshipped the golden calf Aaron
made for them – they did all the things,
acted in the same way they would have
had they been worshipping the false gods
of the land.
8. By application, when believers today do
what the world does and acts like the
world acts and worships like the world
worships, then there is something wrong
with what is being done – they are getting
dangerously close to “idolatry.”
D. Sexual immorality – vs. 8; Num. 25:1-9
1. We dealt with this issue in detail when we
studied chapter 5 and 6 so we won’t spend
a lot of time on it here other than to say it
was a big problem in the church and a big
part of people’s lives and culture so it was
difficult to gain victory over it.
2. The illustration used is from Numbers 25
and the immorality with the Moabites, in a
situation that we find the story about
Balaam.
Numbers 25:1–9
And Israel abode in Shittim, and the people
began to commit whoredom with the
daughters of Moab.
1

And they called the people unto the
sacrifices of their gods: and the people did
eat, and bowed down to their gods.
2

And Israel joined himself unto Baalpeor:
and the anger of the LORD was kindled
3
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against Israel.
4

And the LORD said unto Moses, Take all the
heads of the people, and hang them up
before the LORD against the sun, that the
fierce anger of the LORD may be turned away
from Israel.
And Moses said unto the judges of Israel,
Slay ye every one his men that were joined
unto Baalpeor.
5

And, behold, one of the children of Israel
came and brought unto his brethren a
Midianitish woman in the sight of Moses, and
in the sight of all the congregation of the
children of Israel, who were weeping before
the door of the tabernacle of the
congregation.
6

And when Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the
son of Aaron the priest, saw it, he rose up
from among the congregation, and took a
javelin in his hand;
7

And he went after the man of Israel into the
tent, and thrust both of them through, the
man of Israel, and the woman through her
belly. So the plague was stayed from the
children of Israel.
8

And those that died in the plague were
twenty and four thousand.
9

Numbers 31:16
Behold, these caused the children of
Israel, through the counsel of Balaam, to
commit trespass against the LORD in the
matter of Peor, and there was a plague
among the congregation of the LORD.
16

Revelation 2:12–14
And to the angel of the church in Pergamos
write; These things saith he which hath the
sharp sword with two edges;
12
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I know thy works, and where thou
dwellest, even where Satan’s seat is: and
thou holdest fast my name, and hast not
denied my faith, even in those days wherein
Antipas was my faithful martyr, who was
slain among you, where Satan dwelleth.
13

But I have a few things against thee,
because thou hast there them that hold the
doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balac to cast
a stumblingblock before the children of
Israel, to eat things sacrificed unto idols, and
to commit fornication.
14

E. Unbelief – vs. 9; Num. 21:4-6
Numbers 21:4–6
And they journeyed from mount Hor by the way
of the Red sea, to compass the land of Edom:
and the soul of the people was much discouraged
because of the way.
4

And the people spake against God, and against
Moses, Wherefore have ye brought us up out of
Egypt to die in the wilderness? for there is no
bread, neither is there any water; and our soul
loatheth this light bread.
5

And the LORD sent fiery serpents among the
people, and they bit the people; and much
people of Israel died.
6

1. The point to be seen here is that because
of their simple unbelief in the provision of
the Lord in their lives, and their necessary
reliance upon Him, they chose to push Him
to see what they could get. What they got,
as will be seen, was not something they
had “bargained for,” so to speak.
2. “Neither let us tempt Christ”
a) The word for “tempt” in this verse -
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ἐκπειράζω – is a compound Greek word:
(1) The first part is the preposition ἐκ –
primarily pointing to position from
which someone or something comes –
out of, from, etc.
(2) The second is the word for “test” –
πειράζω – often, as here, it is translated
“tempt,” in some form, in the KJV. The
majority of other translations have it
“test” – the ESV has it “We must not put
Christ to the test…”
(3) Literally translating the two words
together would be something like
“tempt or test from,” or “tempt or test
out of” – the use of the word both here
and
elsewhere
in
Scripture
is
demonstrating the person doing the
“tempting” as wanting something out of
the Lord that He either refused to give
them or that He had held back from
them for their good.
(4) The standard understanding here is to
“tempt thoroughly” – “tempt beyond
endurance” (Alford). “The Corinthians
were in danger of provoking God’s longsuffering by walking on the verge of
idolatry,
through
overweening
confidence in their knowledge.” (J-F-B)
(5) “Sinners are said to tempt God, putting
Him to the test, refusing to believe Him
or His Word until He has manifested His
power.” (Zodhiates) This is what
happened to Israel that invoked the
wrath of God.
b) “As some of them also tempted”
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(1) “Some” – not all Israelites failed in this
incident but many of them did.
(2) The word for “tempted” here is the
second part of the previous one – to try,
or tempt for the purpose of gain (used
in a negative sense here, although the
word is neither bad nor good).
(3) There’s an interesting note to make
here. The word translated “also” (καί)
in the KJV is not found in the Greek text
from which most of the Bibles today are
translated (and those of the past 75
years or so). That might not seem like
a big deal but it is an important word
here in this text because it connects
what the believer does today in
attempting to circumvent the Lord’s will
in our lives, and “tempting,” as it were,
the Lord to demonstrate His power for
our own selfish desires, with what the
Israelites did in the Old Testament, in
the referenced incident from the book
of Numbers. It may not seem like
much, and the connection is still made
clear, but the word “also” inserted here
not only makes the connection
stronger, it makes the emphasis much
more specific in that connection.
(4) The importance of this little word “also”
is maybe more relevant to the “tempt
Christ” portion of the first clause. The
connection is made here between the
LORD (Yahweh) of the Old Testament
and our Lord Jesus Christ of the New,
showing again that Christ was, is, and
always will be, God. There are some
theologians (and a few translations of
the Bible) that take issue with the
translation “Christ” here instead of
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“Lord,” and make a point to argue it’s
the “better” translation, but almost all
language experts, and most English
translations have it as “Christ” –
pointing to the person of God the Son
in the Old Testament.
c) “And were destroyed of the serpents”
(1) The word for “destroyed” points back to
the episode in Numbers 21 and to the
word “died” in verse six. It is also a
compound word (as many are): ἀπό,
with the primary idea of separation
between two things; and ὄλεθρος, to
destroy. This compound word is
stronger than the single word for
“destroy,” and has to do with complete
and utter separation from life. They
didn’t just die – they were destroyed in
a deliberate manner. “Destroyed,” or
"’lay a-perishing,’ transports us to the
scene of misery resulting from this
experiment upon God!” (Dunagan)
(2) “Of the serpents” – there is a
connection in this episode in Numbers
with the substitutionary work of Christ,
which is also a connection to our Savior
being

 יהוהof the Old Testament.

Numbers 21:7–9
Therefore the people came to
Moses, and said, We have sinned, for
we have spoken against the LORD,
and against thee; pray unto the
LORD, that he take away the serpents
from us. And Moses prayed for the
people.
7

And the LORD said unto Moses,
Make thee a fiery serpent, and set it
8
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upon a pole: and it shall come to
pass, that every one that is bitten,
when he looketh upon it, shall live.
And Moses made a serpent of brass,
and put it upon a pole, and it came to
pass, that if a serpent had bitten any
man, when he beheld the serpent of
brass, he lived.
9

John 3:14–16
And as Moses lifted up the serpent
in the wilderness, even so must the
Son of man be lifted up:
14

That whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have eternal
life.
15

For God so loved the world, that he
gave his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in him should
not perish, but have everlasting life.
16

John 12:32–33
And I, if I be lifted up from the
earth, will draw all men unto me.
32

This he said, signifying what death
he should die.
33

F. Murmuring – complaining – vs. 10; Num.
14:27-30; Num. 16:41-50
1. “Neither murmur ye”
a) The word for “murmur” – γογγύζω – is a
word that means to grumble about
something, as well as to complain about
something that is not liked or appreciated,
with the intent to stir up opposition to the
person or thing one is displeased with.
Some see this word as one that comes from
the sound that would be made when
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muttering in a low and indistinct voice (an
onomatopoeic word, as Zodhiates has it).
There may be truth to that, but the
complaining and murmuring done by the
Israelites of the Old Testament was not
done in a low voice that was hard to hear –
it was done often times loudly for all to
hear. It wasn’t the sound that was
important in the word but the principle
behind the murmuring – they didn’t like
what God was doing.
b) One thing of note here is that the way this,
and the ones before it, are worded, the
Apostle is implying that some in the church
were “murmuring,” either against him or
against the leadership of the church – or
both. It is most likely that the ones in the
church that were guilty of the sins
mentioned in the previous verses were the
ones doing the “murmuring” against the
pastor/overseer in the church, which
meant they were “murmuring” against the
Lord, considering the pastor is in the
position as a representative for the Lord.

2. “As some of them also murmured”
a) There are numerous times in the Old
Testament historical accounts of the
Israelites’ wilderness wanderings that they
are found “murmuring” against Moses and
Aaron, and against God directly. As
representative of God to the people, when
they complained to, or about, Moses, they
were doing so against the Lord Himself.
Numbers 11:1
And when the people complained, it
displeased the LORD: and the LORD
heard it; and his anger was kindled; and
the fire of the LORD burnt among them,
1

15

and consumed them that were in the
uttermost parts of the camp.
Numbers 14:27–30
How long shall I bear with this evil
congregation, which murmur against me?
I have heard the murmurings of the
children of Israel, which they murmur
against me.
27

Say unto them, As truly as I live, saith
the LORD, as ye have spoken in mine
ears, so will I do to you:
28

Your carcases shall fall in this
wilderness; and all that were numbered
of you, according to your whole number,
from twenty years old and upward, which
have murmured against me,
29

Doubtless ye shall not come into the
land, concerning which I sware to make
you dwell therein, save Caleb the son of
Jephunneh, and Joshua the son of Nun.
30

Numbers 16:41–50
But on the morrow all the congregation
of the children of Israel murmured
against Moses and against Aaron, saying,
Ye have killed the people of the LORD.
41

And it came to pass, when the
congregation was gathered against
Moses and against Aaron, that they
looked toward the tabernacle of the
congregation: and, behold, the cloud
covered it, and the glory of the LORD
appeared.
42

And Moses and Aaron came before the
tabernacle of the congregation.
43

And the LORD spake unto Moses,
saying,
44
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Get you up from among this
congregation, that I may consume them
as in a moment. And they fell upon their
faces.
45

And Moses said unto Aaron, Take a
censer, and put fire therein from off the
altar, and put on incense, and go quickly
unto the congregation, and make an
atonement for them: for there is wrath
gone out from the LORD; the plague is
begun.
46

And Aaron took as Moses commanded,
and ran into the midst of the
congregation; and, behold, the plague
was begun among the people: and he put
on incense, and made an atonement for
the people.
47

And he stood between the dead and
the living; and the plague was stayed.
48

Now they that died in the plague were
fourteen thousand and seven hundred,
beside them that died about the matter
of Korah.
49

And Aaron returned unto Moses unto
the door of the tabernacle of the
congregation: and the plague was
stayed.
50

b) The Hebrew equivalent of this word (as
translated in the Septuagint) –

כְּ ִמ ְּתאֹ נְּנִים,

 – אָ נַןis translated “complained” in Number
11:1. It gives a good idea of the meaning
and application of the word.
c) To “murmur” against the Lord is to
complain with the intent to demonstrate
one’s displeasure with what He says or
does, whether that be directly to Him or
directed toward those that are given the
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responsibility of teaching truth to God’s
people. It is critically important that we
understand
the
difference
between
murmuring and complaining to the Lord
about our situation in life, or our disinterest
in following the prescribed path for the
believer as outlined in Scripture (as
represented in the Old Testament by the
Israelites’ discontent with following the
Lord), and that of voicing our concerns for
the purpose of clarity and understanding.

3. “And were destroyed of the destroyer”
a) “Were destroyed” – in context, this is
speaking of people that died or perished
physically.
b) “Of the destroyer” – this same Greek word
(or the same root word, as it were) is used
in the Septuagint in Exodus 12:23 for the
destroying angel.
Exodus 12:23
For the LORD will pass through to smite
the Egyptians; and when he seeth the
blood upon the lintel, and on the two side
posts, the LORD will pass over the door,
and will not suffer the destroyer to
come in unto your houses to smite you.
23

c) The Hebrew word from Exodus 12:23 is the
word שחִ ית
ְּ ַ – הַ מit is a verb participle used
as a noun here with attributes of
personification. The verb in this stem
(hiphil) means to spoil, decay, ruin, or
destroy; and as the participle it means
“destroyer.”
d) The same Hebrew word (hiphil participle of

)שָ חַ ת

is used in 2 Samuel 24:16 with the
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word for “angel” connected with it.
Comparing Scripture with Scripture, we can
see that “the death angel,” or “the
destroying angel” is what the Apostle Paul
is referencing in First Corinthians.
2 Samuel 24:16
And when the angel stretched out his
hand upon Jerusalem to destroy it, the
LORD repented him of the evil, and said
to the angel that destroyed the people,
It is enough: stay now thine hand. And
the angel of the LORD was by the
threshingplace of Araunah the Jebusite.
16

4. The warning here is that of making sure
we don’t get to the point where we blame
God for everything bad that happens to us
and that we learn to trust in His word and
follow the teachings of His servants (the
pastor/teacher) as the Old Testament
Israelites were to do with Moses and
Aaron.
Conclusion to this point: As we’ve seen so often in
our study of First Corinthians (as well as our study
of other portions of Scripture), the Lord wants us to
live a holy, separated, sanctified life for Him so that
there is no hinderance on the part of the believer to
the work of the Holy Spirit in the church and the
work of the gospel in the world. In efforts made by
many of the writers of Scripture (and in certain
ways, all of them) to get the servant of Christ to walk
right with Him, there is, in this text, an outline for
the church to use in understanding the
consequences of sin. Consider: there is always going
to be a consequence for our action, no matter what
they are – good or bad – and that is what is in view
19

here.

II. POTENTIAL FOR SANCTIFICATION – VS. 11
A. The
definition
of
“sanctification,”
theologically, is “the process of being set
apart for God” (Bancroft). The Greek
word used (ἁγιάζω) means to make clean
or render pure. “To regard and venerate
as holy, to hallow” (Zodhiates).
B. “For our admonition” speaks to the issue
of “sanctification.”
C. The first clause of the sentence
establishes the source from which we
can be sanctified – the Word of God.
1. “Now all these things” – the previous four
and half verses (from 6b-10). The word for
“all” (πάντα) is not in the Critical Text,
from which most English translations are
taken, so they would read, in some
fashion, “Now these things.”
2. “Happened” – συνεβαινεν – verb in the
imperfect tense which shows continual or
repeated
(the
case
here)
action.
“Imperfect tense because they happened
from time to time” (Vincent).
3. “Unto them” – the Old Testament
Israelites. This, in part, shows a very good
reason for the historical portion of the Old
Testament.
4. “For ensamples”
a) Same Greek word used for “example” in
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verse 6. This word (τύποι) is a noun form
of the Greek verb τύπτω, which means to
strike. In its use as a noun, with that in
mind, is seen as the prototype or patter
used in striking an imprint into something
or cutting something out with a die.
“Figuratively an example, pattern to be
imitated,
followed.
Hence
also
for
admonition, warning” (Zodhiates).
b) Although the English definition of the word
“example” and “ensample” are the same –
the former replacing the latter over time –
their use in Scripture does differ in
application, according to some.
(The
following
is
from
https://www.purecambridgetext.com/post
/2018/11/14/ensample-or-example)
The word example is commonly used and
commonly understood to be a pattern,
something or some process that is to be
noted (and copied if favorable; shunned if
unfavorable).
So the question someone
posed was, what’s the difference between
the well known word, example, and the
seldom used word, ensample? (Ensample
or ensamples appears six times in the KJV).
The point is, ensample always and only
refers to man’s characteristic and behavior.
Ensample never applies to an inanimate
product. Example, on the other hand, may
apply to both personal or (and as typically
used), general products and processes (not
personal) …
1 Corinthians 10: 6: “Now these things
were our examples…” Note these things,
these experiences (vs. 1-4). Things are
the patterns for us to learn from, the cause
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and effect of things past. Notice in vs 1-6
there is no personal characteristic
revealed. We only know ‘all’ did this and
that, and then God overthrew them.
1 Corinthians 10:11: “Now all these
happened unto them for ensamples” After
a list a personal characteristics (lusted,
idolaters,
fornication,
tempters,
murmurers), the word ensamples is used,
with an exact admonition to follow “flee
from idolatry” (10:14).
It’s a very
personal and detailed pattern; and in this
case, one to avoid!

D. The second clause of this verse gives a
very clear reason for both the example of
history given in this text as well as a
foundational principle for all of the Old
Testament – “for our admonition.”
1. “And they” – the particular examples of vs.
6a-10 is what is immediately in view, but
the application can be clearly made for
other portions of the Old Testament. All of
it may not apply, but according to Second
Timothy 3:16 it is all profitable for
“doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness…”
Romans 15:4
For whatsoever things were written
aforetime were written for our learning, that
we through patience and comfort of the
scriptures might have hope.
4

2. “Are written” – “were written” as many
translations have it (and even the Geneva
Bible has it that way).
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a) The Greek word for this is γράφω – from
which the word “graffiti” comes. It has a
long history of meaning, but it came to
mean writing of any kind.
b) It’s important we understand that God had
the authors of Scripture write His word
down for us so that we would have no
excuse for ignorance. Yet, we live in the
most biblically illiterate Christian society in
history – at least in modern, enlightened
history. We seem to be more willfully
ignorant of the Word of God – the “written”
Word – than those of societies and cultures
that were actually illiterate.
There was a purpose moulding the facts;
the written record was also the expression
of a purpose. If we may use the human
analogue: just as the writer of “a novel with
a purpose” first constructs his characters
and his story, and then publishes his
teaching through the vehicle of his
narrative, by writing and printing it. The
vehicle of instruction is here not a fiction,
but a history (“these things happened”), in
which the sovereign “authorship” of God
and the absolutely free activity and
“authorship” of man are found, as always,
in “collaboration.” (Preacher’s Homiletical)
c) The burden today (and has always been
since the penning of the Scriptures) is for
the Bible teacher (the pulpit teaching
ministry in particular) to make sure we
teach what God wrote – not what we think
He meant.

3. “For our admonition”
a) “For” – this is the purpose, the intent of the
text. This preposition (πρός) implies motion
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or direction from one place to another. The
purpose of Scripture is to get us from one
place (a life of sin, or at least weakness) to
another place (a life of victory and
strength).
b) “Our” – both the Apostle Paul, the
leadership of the church at Corinth, the
members of the church at Corinth, and
every generation since, and for every
generation that is to come. All need to
know this or else they will “fall” back into
the sin from which they were delivered.
c) “Admonition”
(1) The etymology of the word carries the
idea of warning, and through it,
exhortation to live right.
(2) “Nouthesía [admonition] is any word of
encouragement or reproof which leads
to correct behavior.
(3) The word is used only two other times
in the New Testament and they give us
a good picture of the meaning of the
word.
Ephesians 6:4
And, ye fathers, provoke not your
children to wrath: but bring them up
in the nurture and admonition of the
Lord.
4

Titus 3:10
A man that is an heretick after the
first and second admonition reject;
10

(4) When used of raising children,
admonition can be seen as using
warnings to educate. We taught our
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children that touching a hot surface can
be painful – we didn’t wait until after
they got burned, we warned them
ahead of time in order to instruct them.
Sometimes, those warnings come with
sternness
and
sometimes
with
consequences, but always with the
intent to educate. So it is with the Word
of God as admonition – warnings to
educate, or to correct (as is the case in
our text).
Psalm 19:11
Moreover by them [the instructions
of God] is thy servant warned: and in
keeping of them there is great
reward.
11

Proverbs 24:30–32
I went by the field of the slothful,
and by the vineyard of the man void
of understanding;
30

And, lo, it was all grown over with
thorns, and nettles had covered the
face thereof, and the stone wall
thereof was broken down.
31

Then I saw, and considered it well:
I looked upon it, and received
instruction.
32

E. The final part of the verse is a somewhat
puzzling text – “upon whom the ends of
the world are come”
1. “Upon whom” – points back to the pronoun
“our” – the Apostle Paul including himself
would indicate he’s speaking of the Age of
Grace, or the Church Age that began with
the work of Christ, and empowered on the
Day of Pentecost.
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2. “The ends of the world”
a) The use of the plural word for “ends” - τελη
– “marks a little more distinctly the idea of
each age ofpreparation having passed into
the age that succeeded it, so that now all
the ends of the ages have come down to
them [the ones alive in this age]”
(Vincent).
The word itself means an end, term,
completion and only applies to time or a
period of time.
b) “Of the world” – the ages - αἰώνων, αἰών –
from where we get the word “eon.” The
word in the Greek is plural.
The following is from E.W. Bullinger’s
Companion Bible Appendixes:
[A]ion = an age, or age-time, the duration
of which is indefinite, and may be limited
or extended as the context of each
occurrence may demand.
The root meaning of aion is expressed by
the Hebrew 'olam (see Appendix 151. I.A
and II.A) which denotes indefinite,
unknown or concealed duration: just as we
speak of "the patriarchal age", or "the
golden age", etc. Hence, it has come to
denote any given period of time,
characterized by a special form of Divine
administration or dispensation.
In the plural we have the Hebrew 'olamim
and Greek 'aiones used of ages, or of a
succession of age-times, and of an abiding
from age to age. From this comes the
adjective, aionios (Appendix 151. II.B),
used of an unrestricted duration, as distinct
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from a particular or limited age-time. These
age-times must be distinct or they could
not be added to, or multiplied, as in the
expression aions of aions.
These ages or age-times were all prepared
and arranged by God (see Hebrews 1:2;
11:3); and there is a constant distinction in
the New Testament between "this age",
and the "coming age" (see Matthew 12:32.
Hebrews 1:2. Ephesians 1:21).
c) Considering the Apostle Paul (if he was, in
fact, the author of Hebrews) considered the
“end times” beginning early in the church’s
history, this phrase is demonstrating a
necessity to stay true to the cause of Christ
and live a faithful life for Him, considering
the end was near. If that was true almost
2,000 years ago, how much truer is it
today.
“The apostle did not himself know the
duration of this final period, which in his
mind coincided with the development of the
Church; but the phrase: the ends of the
ages, shows that he did not regard it as so
short as is commonly alleged” (Godet).
Hebrews 1:1–2
God, who at sundry times and in divers
manners spake in time past unto the
fathers by the prophets,
1

Hath in these last days spoken unto us
by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir
of all things, by whom also he made the
worlds;
2

Hebrews 9:26
For then must he often have suffered
since the foundation of the world: but
26
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now once in the end of the world hath he
appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice
of himself.
d) “Are come” – have arrived, have met
“Paul does not mean to speak of the
meeting itself, but of the whole state of
things constituted by this constant
approach of the end. This final period is the
most solemn of all, for it is during its course
that the laws of the Divine kingdom,
imperfectly manifested in former periods,
display their conclusive effects. Formerly
blessings and judgments, all have only a
provisional and figurative character. With
the final period of history, everything,
whether for weal or woe, takes a decisive,
eternal value. This is why everything which
happened in former times took place with
a view to us to whose lot it has fallen to live
at this last hour” (Godet).
Acts 2:17
And it shall come to pass in the last
days, saith God, I will pour out of my
Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and
your daughters shall prophesy, and your
young men shall see visions, and your old
men shall dream dreams:
17

Hebrews 10:25
Not forsaking the assembling of
ourselves together, as the manner of
some is; but exhorting one another: and
so much the more, as ye see the day
approaching.
25

1 John 2:18
Little children, it is the last time: and
as ye have heard that antichrist shall
come, even now are there many
18
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antichrists; whereby we know that it is
the last time.

Conclusion to this point: When we read the
Bible, what do we intend to receive? What is
the point of reading the Bible, of studying it,
of going to church or listening to a sermon
from the Bible if there is no purpose to it? God
wrote the Book in order to affect a change in
our lives, and if that change never comes then
there is no ability to cause others to change –
which is the point of the church.
For too long has the believer and the church
been too complacent in its duties. Too many
in the church today have become so
apathetic, so without concern for others, that
we are content to just simply live our lives our
way, go to church, do our duty, and live the
way we want. God help us if we are fine with
that!!

III. POTENTIAL FOR STUMBLING – VS. 12
A. Considering the Israelites of the Old
Testament had the physical presence of
God with them in the pillar of cloud and
of fire, and all the wonderful miracles He
did for them in delivering them, and how
quickly they disregarded it all out of their
own selfishness, it is no wonder that,
unless we take care to keep our
relationship right with the Lord, we too
will susceptible to falling back into the
sin out of which we were delivered.
B.
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IV.

POTENTIAL FOR STABILITY – VS. 13

A. The positive aspect is found in this verse
more so than in the others. In any
teaching platform or method, the teacher
will quite often use both positives and
negatives to both teach truth as well as
emphasize the importance of following
that truth – that is what is taking place
in this text.
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